or Dr. GGlenn Cochran, an emer

gency room physician who sees

the toll of accidents every day,
the awoidance of injury 1s a high prior-
ity in his avocation of horse traiming.

To prodoce gentle and trustwor-
thy horses for his family and clients,
he has long been a practiioner of the
French classical method developed by
18th-century riding master Francois
Baucher and still controversizl today.

*It involves lots of in-hand work
with a double bridle,” explaing Glenn.
"First I teach collection, then just one
step at a time, then balance, and finally
I add mmpulsion—with an eyedropper.
The result is a safe and gentle horse,
without major bad habits and ready for
further training in a particolar disci-
pline.”

He besgan to research training styles
about 20 years ago, starting with a John
Lyons symposium, after being bucked
off by a horse named Snafu.

Today, with just one assistant, he
trams up to a dozen oubside horses in
“boot camp” fundamentals, in addition
to those he and his wife Sallie raise on
south of Caldwell. All this while work-
ing the night shift in the ER at a Bren-
ham hospital.

A third-generation horseman, Glenn
gpent his teenage vears in College Sta-
tion, where his father had started the
muclear engineering department at
Texaz A&M in 1959, He joined 4-H
and worked ag an apprentice to Buck
Kidwell, a well-known Brazos County

Glenn and 3allie met on a blind
date in their senior year at Baylor
and exchanged vows a year later, “He
offered to buy me a horse if | married
him, so [ accepted,” she jokes.

After he earned his M.I. at Baylor
in Houston, the coople moved to Cal-

is

orado for his imtermship and then to
Clovis, N.M., where Glenn served as
a flight surgeon at Cannon Air Force
Base for two years. After his residency
in family practice in Colorado and a
year in a Western 3Slope chimic, the
Cochrans moved back to Texzs in 1877
and bought their ranch, just under a
section, in the rolling post oak savanna
of the Brazos River Valley.

“I was 36 when we moved to the
ranch,” says Sallie, whose father was
an Air Force colonel, "and it was my
36th move.”

In a post oak grove, they built a
Greek Revival house they call Cochran
Corral. "It looks like it's been there a
humdred years,” she says.

Arove: “We use Perwivians fo vope calves
Jar fagging and taccimating.
Lerr: Dy, Glenn and Sallie Cochran on

thetr Peruvion Horses, smonth fo ride
amd good snith coffle.

They keep a herd of abowut 100 Her-
eford cows, which are bred to Brahman
bulls to produce the popular F-1 “tiger-
stripe” calves, and 35 horses of three
breeds: Quarter Horse, Andahisiam,
and Peruvian,

The Pervvian Horse evolved cen-
turies ago as a result of Spanish con-
quigtadors introducing the Andalisian,
Barhb and Spanish jennet to the rela-
tively isolated country of Peru. For use
on the expansive haciendas, the Old
World breeds were skillfully crossed
to produce an equine with a smooth
and diztinctive gait, Mamboyant move-
ment, and easy-going temperament.
Today the *National Horse of Peru” iz
admired throughout the United States.

The Cochrans were introduced
to the Peruviang in 1983 when Sallie
tried her new sidesaddle on one cemed
by neighbor Eileen Craig. "Tts a plea-
sure and delight to ride azide,” says
Sallie. “And the horse actually trests
yoo more fike & ldy.”

She and Eileen began giving a few
gidesaddle exhibitions at local shows
on Peruvians and then formed a drill

{Continued on page 20)
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Twin Creeks Ranch

(oondimed from page 18)

team with #x riders, including the
Cochrans' daugliter, Clover. That was
the beginning of Texas Ladies Aside,
which now has about 15 actve riders
and over 100 members. Named the
official Texas equestrian drill team by
the state legislature in 1995, the group
has performed to enthusiastic crowds
frum Lima, Peru, to Calgary, Alberta.
The team has won three gaited divi-
sion titles at the U.S. Equestrian Drill
Association national competition and
last year finished just two-tenths of a
second out of first place n the open
division.

Their next venoe will be at the
Texas Spring Roundup Peruvian Horse
Show, to be held in College Station
April 25-27,

Back at the ranch, the Peruvr
ans mike good cow horses, tog, Says
Glenn.

“You don't bounce all over the
gaddle, They just cruise along and get
the job done guickly and smoothly.
They don't have that initial burst of
speed that a Quarter Horse does, but
you can do almost anything on them.

“And when guests come bo ride the
trails, they can =it in the saddle for
hours and never feel sore afterwards.
That’s a big score for u3.”

Twin Creeks foals are imprinted at
birth and haltered and handled repeat-
edly until weaning. Then they are
iurned oot onto a femofe grow-out
piasture until for the next two years.
Periodically, they are gathered for
worming, hoof trimming, and halter-
ng-

“We can round them up by just

(Continued on page 22)
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< April Shoewers Ride » April 4-6

AROUND PENS FOR MINIATURE HORSES

< Memorial Day Ride = May 23-28

Ask About Our Sheep & Goal Penels
Ph: 818-569-4761 s Faor: 918-53059=-A587 mmm.?mlw
Cell: §18-457-7162 & i
HC B0, Bax 1285, Clayton, OK 74536 Coming Soon fo Hous
t www.indianmoundshorsecamg.com Many factusg 7
E mail-trailleadeniearthiink.net mtwﬁﬂ 817 220-0121
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Ellis County Equine Association’s
2008 Horse Show
Saddle & Buckle Series

Navarro County Exposition Center
Corsicana, Texas
9 a,m. start time » 8 a.m. books open
April 5= May 3 * June 7
July 12 » August 2

Featuring all currenily carded judges!
Secot Jackson = Mike Short » Deb Jarvis » Dawn Frye = Jim Sossoman

Saddles awarded to year-end high point in each age group!
Daily High Point Awards
9 & Under, 10-13, 14-18, Aduls, Green, Yearling

5% NEW MONEY-ADDED SWEEPSTAKES AT EACH SHOW! 553
A DIFFERENT OPEN SWEEPSTAKES CHALLENGE EVERY MONTH!
May - Western Pleasore = June - Halter

Tuly - English Pleasure * August - Frosstyle Reining
= Stalls avallable after Friday at 5 pm. 515
{Contact Novaerre Expo directly for stall & Roglk-up information OF-K72-F600)

= Electric & RV Hook-ups m

» Member rates $8 per class/$60 all day

Events include: Halter, Reining, Western, English, Green Horse,
Leadline & Walk-and-Whoa (always at 9 a.m.),
Yearfing Longeline, Yearling Trail
Becky Hansen = (972) 977-2058
MUST HAVE NEGATIVE COGGINS ATALL ECEA EVENTS!
Showbill on Web Site:

www.elliscountyequine.org

GOT COWS, ES..OR JUST LIKE PRIVACY?

Wimderfiil Vaz Abicme, Tes., 472,53 hrick home on 26 cosas-Tenoed (3 pastures) acres, Mosing Foor plan B=le
il bigger dian 3460 af. Fred painl, new mage & miceramve. Hupe mader st adfoining sudpismng s
Fireplace, kikches opens 1o LB, $0-enes sprinkics, solar scroows, 1 stock ik, warkshog, canils bam, gbove- pround
pocl. Plove- i roevdy | Brcenily redinesd o 5355000

KE Kelth Laursen
S Cells (46%] 233-1284 » Ensall: kelthl & kw.com
HEALTY

Twin Creeks Ranch
feontinued from page 260)

parking the stock trailer in the pasture
and opening the tzilgate,” zays Salhe.
"Those colts are so curious they will
climb into the traller themsehes."

At three, they start basic training
under gaddie.

"We teach them in a slow, relased,
repetitive manner,” says Glenn. “"We
avoid overworking these voungsters, to
Jet them build strong legs and backs,

“(ur Peruvians, both geldings and
fillies, then progress to more demand-
ing ranch work. Starting with prowling
pagtures, with cow dogs alongside, we
check for new calves, cattle condition,
dizeases, and fence problems. Then
they are taught to remain calm during
the excitement of penning the herd
into corrals. Another whole step in the
process is to bearn sorting, while sur-
rounded on all sides by milling, bawling
cattle, The Peruvians actually exhibit a
surprising amount of talent in sorting
and cutting.

"When working one Peruvian peld-
ing who was at first a bit spoaky around
cattle, Sallie commented that when
he found that be could push them up
ihe alley, it was as if he realized they
were more afraid of im than he was of
them! He became for a while hetr mait
cow horse,

"We use Peruvians bo rope calves in
the obd traditional way for tagging and
vaccinating, and we have performed
roping and reinmg demonstrationg
with them at our national show"

The Cochrans especially enjoy the
mugical freestyle classes, once appear-
ing as Don Quixobe and—on a little
Peruvian mule—Sancho Panza,

The couple iz fortunste to have
their two grown children Iwving on the
ranch, Daughter Clover is a sculptor
and foundry consultant. Son Bill i a
network admmmistrator for 4 research
firm in Bryan, He and his wife Sylvia,
alzo a computer expert, have a two-
vear-old daughter, Samarntha.

“Already she loves the horses,”
gays Sallie, who doubtless foresess
a third generation of Texas Ladies
Aade. #

For information on hovses for sale and

Iraining services, Gisil Wb cochrancor-
prl, mel o call (TR 56 T-(N54,
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